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Official City Council 
Meeting Schedule:
City Council meetings are 
held on the first, second 
and fourth Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m.

No Council meetings are 
scheduled for August.
Meetings are  
held at Mill Creek  
City Hall South,  
Council Chambers,  
15728 Main Street.
The Council welcomes 
and encourages citizens, 
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all interested parties 
to attend City Council 
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at 425-921-5725 three days 
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Proud sponsor of Music in Mill Creek & the Mill Creek Festival

“A Name You Can Trust”

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR ESTIMATE!

Specializing in Residential Roofing
Composition

Shake
Skylights

Repairs
Maintenance

Attic Insulation

Experience the  
North Creek Difference

Defining Quality Since 1996
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

425.483.7986 • northcreekroofing.com X#NORTHCR042C2
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From the Editor
IT FEELS LIKE WE’RE 
BARELY INTO SUMMER,
yet here we are talking about fall. While much of our lives is based on the social 
media clock of what’s happening tonight or this weekend, there is still structure 
to our seasons of life.

Looking ahead in the coming weeks, kids will be back in school and settling 
into fall routines. People are now planning beyond their summer vacations, 
whether it’s looking for a community activity or opportunities for volunteerism.

This issue of City Connection provides a glimpse of some of our recreational 
offerings to help you plan your schedules beyond the end of summer. Registra-
tion for fall and winter classes begins August 13.

We also have information about ways to get involved in our community. 
Service opportunities abound in Mill Creek for people of all ages. Whether 
it’s supporting those in the U.S. Armed Forces through Operation Gratitude, 
tackling an overgrown trail, helping keep order at the Veterans Day parade, 
leading your neighborhood’s disaster-response planning, or volunteering with a 
recreation program, we have something for everyone.

If sharing opinions is more of your thing, there is opportunity for that, too. 
This fall, we will be sharing the City’s capital improvement plan and the 2019–
2020 biennium budget. Your opinion matters to us. Help shape the future of 
Mill Creek by weighing in on what matters most to you. Look inside for details 
about how to provide feedback.

Though some areas of our City may change, we are unwavering in our ded-
ication to making Mill Creek an exceptional place to call home. Come explore 
what’s happening!

Storage Facility Features:
 Heated Storage Space
 Convenient Loading & Unloading
 Moving & Storing Supplies
 Extended Office & Access Hours

Senior and Military Discounts - Call Manager For Details. 50%
OFF TWO MONTHS

& FREE LOCK!*
*While supplies last.





425.482.1600
16618 Bothell-Everett Highway, Mill Creek, WA 98012
MillCreekClockTowerStorage.com

 Free Use of Truck w/Storage Rental*
 Ground Floor, Drive-up Accessible Units
 Individual Door Alarms
 High Tech Security Features

Specials!
Specials!

SA
VE

Storage

–Joni Kirk
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Just Call Him Bond—Mark Bond
e’s not in it for the limelight or 
accolades. Mill Creek Coun-
cilmember Mark Bond has 
served the Mill Creek commu-

nity for much of the last 28 years sim-
ply because he loves the community.

His affinity for public service—and 
service to Mill Creek—came early on in 
life. At age 18 and facing life after high 
school, Bond started interviewing peo-
ple to learn about their career paths.

“I was surprised to learn that most 
people were not happy with what 
they were doing,” said Bond. “But 
one person who went to my church 
really loved his job—and that was John 
Lovick, who was a sergeant with the 
Washington State Patrol.”

Lovick invited Bond on a 10-hour po-
lice ride-along, and Bond was hooked.

“I got my foot in the door with law 
enforcement as a reservist and went 
to the Reserve Academy in Monroe,” 
remembered Bond.

At age 22, he took the entry-level 
test for law enforcement. Soon after, an 
opening came up with the Mill Creek 
Police Department, which he joined in 
1990. He served on the local force until 
2001. A highlight during his time in 
Mill Creek was working optional over-
time as a D.A.R.E. instructor for the 
fifth grade at Mill Creek Elementary. 
He also served as the school resource 
officer at the new Jackson High School.

“I’d come in with fresh experiences 
from the force and share those with 
the kids,” he said. “Very few people 
personally know a police officer. We’re 

normal people just like everyone else. 
We have families. Life throws us the 
same curveballs. I would talk about 
my life with those kids—when I got 
engaged and married, when I was 
having a kid. It allowed them to see 
behind the curtain.”

He transitioned to the Snohomish 
County Sheriff’s Office in 2001, where 
he works as a Sheriff deputy. But Bond 
knew that he wanted to remain in Mill 
Creek. “I fell in love with this commu-
nity as a police officer. Then I fell in 
love with the schools and the quality of 
education provided in Mill Creek.”

He moved to the Highland Trails 
neighborhood and has stayed in 
Mill Creek ever since. Fulfilling his 
wish, he raised his family in the local 
schools. Bond credits the phenomenal 
education his children received as 
providing them with the foundation 
they needed to be their best. His oldest 
son, Jordan (23), spent two years at the 
University of Washington before join-
ing the Navy as a nuclear technician. 
While serving in the Navy, he applied 
for and was selected for the U.S. Naval 
Academy; Jordan’s Plebe Summer is 
now underway.

“Though he’s just entering the Acad-
emy, his uniform has things on it that 
his classmates will not have because 
he’s already served in a war zone,” 
said Bond.

His other children also have strong 
ambitions. Jennika (21) is starting her 
senior year at Washington State Univer-
sity in business and marketing. Jaeden 

(20) is starting his second year at WSU 
and plans to enter the fire service or 
work as a police officer.

But raising a family in Mill Creek 
wasn’t enough. “I wanted to stay 
plugged in to the community,” said 
Bond. “I wanted a seat at the table to 
participate in the great things Mill 
Creek was doing.”

In 2004, Bond was first elected to 
the City Council. His time has been 
marked by humble service. Though 
his tenure encompasses everything 
from the development of Mill Creek 
Town Center and Veterans Monument 
to the 35th Avenue reconstruction 
project, Bond credits others for the 
accomplishments.

“It is a pattern of wise decisions by 
others that has made our City what it 
is. It’s beautiful. It has nice parks and 
great amenities,” he said. “And all this 
is due to a team of people that tries to 
put residents first.”

Bond is most proud of the police 
presence and safety in Mill Creek. 
“The City has quadrupled in size since 
I served as a police officer. There are 
more challenges facing law enforce-
ment officers today. But our local police 
do a great job of being proactive.”

When his service is done, Bond hopes 
his legacy is one of being genuine and 
personal. “It is really important to me 
to listen and take note when sincere, 
regular people share their hearts be-
cause when they work up the courage 
to come forward, it’s something worthy 
for which we should pay attention.”

City Council

H



Personal care you want. 
Convenience you need.
When you choose an EvergreenHealth primary care provider, you’re 
teaming up with a professional who shares your goal to be your healthiest 
best. Someone who listens well, explores your options, understands your 
medical history and respects your choices. 

Primary Care Now Open in Mill Creek
EvergreenHealth Primary & Urgent Care
4220 132nd St. SE, Suite 103, Mill Creek 98012

Extended hours & walk-in appointments
Online appointment scheduling
E-mail access to your providers

It’s time to � nd a provider who will be your wellness partner.

Schedule an appointment today.
evergreenhealth.com/primary-care  •  425.899.3000

Done together.
Well.

Hospitals in Kirkland • Monroe | Home Care & Hospice | 24-hour Emergency Care in Kirkland • Monroe • Redmond | Urgent Care in • Kenmore • Mill Creek 
Redmond • Sammamish • Woodinville | Primary Care in Bothell • Canyon Park • Duvall • Kenmore • Kirkland • Mill Creek • Monroe • Redmond • Sammamish 
Sultan • Totem Lake • Woodinville

Meet Dr. Jinat Parveen, 
our new primary care doctor 

specilaizing in primary 
and acute care for 

patients of all ages.

20180228A_Mill_Creek_Primary_To_Print.indd   1 7/6/18   3:23 PM



City News

Utility Boxes as  
Works of Art

2016 survey conducted by Marketing Solutions revealed the 
obvious: Mill Creek residents love their community. They 
take pride in its beauty, both natural and artistic.

One group of residents is working hard to preserve Mill Creek’s 
beauty and charm through their work on the Art & Beautifica-
tion Board, an advisory board to the City Council. This group is 
charged with spearheading projects to enhance the aesthetics 
and beauty within the City.

In 2016, the Art & Beautification Board identified a project for 
the City that would incorporate art into the City’s visual land-
scape: wrapping utility boxes with artwork. The project idea came 
from other municipalities that had created wraps for their utility 
boxes, turning something gray and unappealing into a work of 
art that is visually appealing.

“Our committee has come up with a very unique theme for our 
boxes,” said Matt Buchanan, chair of the A&B Board. “Rather than 
pastoral scenes of lakes or mountains, our signal art will depict 
the life of Mill Creek and our active citizenry.”

The board will soon finalize artwork by local artist Amanda 
Pearman for the first set of utility boxes, which are located adja-
cent to the intersection of Main Street and Mill Creek Boulevard. 
The design incorporates artistic renditions of local scenes, such as 
Mill Creek Town Center, local shops and parks.

“We have much to appreciate about our fair City, and the art 
depicted on the signal boxes will highlight that distinct quality of 
life,” said Buchanan.

The project is funded by the Municipal Arts fund.

A



City Of Mill Creek | www.CityOfMillCreek.com 9 

City News

he Parks and Recreation 
Board, an advisory board to 
the City Council, is responsi-
ble for development, design, 

and operation of park and recreation 
facilities, as well as for capital im-
provement planning.

“The board prevents things from 
slipping through the cracks and being 
neglected in regards to our local 
parks,” said Peter Lalic, board member.

Each year, the Parks and Recreation 
Board tours Mill Creek’s parks to de-
termine if repairs or improvements are 
needed, give feedback on park mainte-
nance and upkeep, and identify ideas 
for improvement and new equipment.

In 2017, the board identified a 
handful of items that needed address-
ing, including a missing nature sign, 
exposed rebar north of the tennis court 
at Cougar Park, cleaning park shelter 
roofs and gutters, replacing a vandal-
ized drain spout and painting play-
ground equipment.

The rebar at Cougar Park was 
removed immediately after being iden-
tified as a safety concern. Staff painted 
lines on the basketball court at Pine 
Meadow Park and replaced the broken 

gutter drain pipes at Cougar Park to 
improve the sightline aesthetics to the 
parks. The board, pleased with the 
outcome, sent a letter of appreciation 
to staff.

The Parks and Recreation Board re-
cently completed its 2018 tour and will 
submit recommendations to Council 
this fall, including capital improve-
ments suggestions.

Lalic, who has lived in Mill Creek 
for 25 years, previously served on the 
Planning Commission for more than 
10 years. He cites his involvement as 

contributing to the City’s success in 
making it a great place to raise a family.

“I feel strongly that if you want a 
nice community or City, you must 
work at it,” said Lalic. “Good things 
don’t just happen without hard work 
and volunteering.”

The Parks and Recreation Board is 
seeking another board member. Those 
interested in serving the community 
in this role should fill out an appli-
cation online: cityofmillcreek.com/
boardapplication.

Maintaining and Revitalizing  
Mill Creek’s Recreational Amenities

T
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City News

umerous volunteers offer 
their time and their talents to 
help make Mill Creek a better 
place to live, work and visit. 

Volunteers are important to the City’s 
ability to provide quality services and 
community events to Mill Creek resi-
dents and visitors.

“Volunteering for the City is a great 
team-building opportunity and helps 
people learn about City operations, 
gain new skills and connect with 
others in the community,” said Kristen 
Rasmussen, Recreation and Tourism 
coordinator. “The City has the volun-
teer opportunities to help those who 
are interested to get involved with the 
community—be it for a few hours a 
week or one day each year.”

Volunteers help keep parks and 
trails clean by picking up trash or 
refilling Mutt Mitts stations. The City 
also utilizes volunteers for event and 
recreation support.

The City’s Youth Advisory Board 
volunteers more than 1,500 hours 
each year. This year, in addition to 
supporting all of the City’s events, the 
group spent a day clearing blackber-
ry bushes in Heron Park. Boy Scout 
troops also helped with cleaning up 
the North Creek Trail.

“Volunteerism is a great way to get 
students engaged with their commu-
nity,” said Rasmussen. “When they are 
visibly making a difference, they are 
invested in preserving the communi-
ty for the long term.”

Recently a group of employees 
from Guild Mortgage helped clean 
the ink off street signs used for the 
Memorial Day parade to get them 
prepared for the Veterans Day parade 
this fall.

“As a branch, we are banded to-
gether to work with the community 
and give back through service proj-
ects,” said Bryan Wiley, Guild Mort-
gage branch manager. “We call it our 

Give Back Friday, and it has proven to 
be a lot of fun for our team.”

Another great way to serve is by 
joining a City Board or Commission 
to help shape the future of Mill 
Creek. The members 
of these advisory 
groups are appoint-
ed by the Council.

“Community ser-
vice is important, and 
having a core group 
of people dedicated 
to making a differ-
ence in our commu-
nity is a great start,” 
said Matt Buchanan, 
chair of the Art and 
Beautification Board. 
“The arts play an 
important role in our 
lives, and I participate 
on this board because 
they deserve our 
attention and to be 
included in our City.”

Lastly, the Mill 
Creek Police Depart-
ment utilizes vol-
unteers culled from 
their Police Citizens 
Academy and emer-
gency preparedness 
programs. Volunteers 
help regulate traffic 
for major events and provide assis-
tance with lock-outs, jumpstarts, and 
scene control, among other tasks.

“Being a volunteer for the Mill 
Creek Police Department is the only 
way I know to help support those 
who support us,” said Sally Dagna, 
long-time volunteer for the depart-
ment. “Our Police department is 
filled with the most genuine and 
caring officers I have ever met.”

For volunteerism opportunities, 
contact the City at 425-551-7254 or 
email volunteer@cityofmillcreek.com. 

BO
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180TH ST SE

7
Eleven

Silver Dollar
Casino

Proud Sponsor of North 
Creek HS Athletics

Kevin Norris PT, DPT, CSCS
17901 Bothell-Everett Hwy

Suite F-104
Bothell, WA 98012

SCHEDULE TODAY

(425) 424-3924

We treat the complete 
person head-to-toe

PT owned

No wait list

Schedule consistently 
with the same PT

Calling to Serve: 
Volunteering in Mill Creek

N
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Opportunities 
for Feedback 

and Input
Input and feedback on City 
matters help staff to under-
stand what is happening in 
the community and gauge 
public opinion on key 
matters.

Community members 
may provide feedback at 
cityofmillcreek.com/ 
requesttracker. This could 
include raising a code com-
pliance issue, identifying 
potholes or road hazards, 
or providing feedback on 
topics coming to the City 
Council for discussion.

This year, as the City 
develops its capital improve-
ment plan, residents have an 
opportunity to present items 
for consideration or discuss 
other items suggested.

Capital improvements are 
major projects requiring the 
expenditure of public funds 
over and above routine op-
erating expenses. A capital 
project is defined as new, 
replacement of, or improve-
ments to infrastructure (e.g., 
buildings, roads, parks) 
that has a minimum life 
expectancy of five years and 
a minimum cost of $10,000. 
Many of these projects have 
long-term implications: they 
will have impacts on the 
operating budget or they are 
interconnected with other 
projects planned in the City.

Once a draft capital im-
provement plan has been 
developed, public input 
will be actively sought. The 
feedback will guide City 
staff as the biennium and 
long-term budgets are de-
veloped. Details on the CIP 
will be available at  
cityofmillcreek.com/cip.

Volunteer Corban Epp has used his 
talents to honor veterans at Memorial 
Day and Veterans Day events.

The Youth Advisory Board 
clears blackberry bushes at 

Heron Park.

Guild Mortgage 
clean city signs.

A volunteer 
helps with 
Eggstravaganza

C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 O
F G

U
IL

D
 M

O
R

TG
A

G
E

 C
O

M
PA

N
Y



Call or text me today!

www.Mi l lCreekMortgages.com

Home Loan Expert
Mill Creek

Jeff Baxter  425.328.9085

• Buying a home? 
• Need to refinance? 
• Need to consolidate debt?

Loan Specialist  nmls/mlo 1678307



30+ years in Real Estate

Buyer and Seller Representation

Specializing in Mill Creek Homes

Personal Service, Professional Results

425-338-9400 TheMunson@Windermere.com

Call or text me today!

www.Mi l lCreekMortgages.com

Home Loan Expert
Mill Creek

Jeff Baxter  425.328.9085

• Buying a home? 
• Need to refinance? 
• Need to consolidate debt?

Loan Specialist  nmls/mlo 1678307
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City News

conomic growth is important to the City. Mill Creek is 
centrally located in Snohomish County, which antic-
ipates the addition of 100,000 new County residents 
over the next 10 years. With its proximity to Seattle, 

fantastic amenities and keen sense of community, Mill Creek 
will play an important role in meeting needs of surrounding 
communities in years to come.

“We are seeing the population boom around us, and we 
are aware that even when people don’t live in Mill Creek, 
they are coming here to shop, dine and recreate,” said Tom 
Rogers, Planning and Development Services manager. “We 
have an impetus to ensure Mill Creek stays ahead of the 
curve when planning for the future.”

The City is excited to see new retail development and 
transformations taking place in Mill Creek. Businesses that 
have recently opened range from food and specialty services 
to health organizations and unique retail stores, including:

• Arena Sports
• AR Workshop
• Brooklyn Brothers Pizza
• Club Pilates
• HomeStreet Bank
• Planet Fitness
• Salon Tagua
• Stellar Kids Dentistry
• The Haven Event Space
• The Jewelry Source
• Vintage at Mill Creek
“Mill Creek possesses a dynamic business environment 

while maintaining its friendly and unique small-town charac-
ter,” said Rogers. “We are committed to doing what it takes to 
foster a favorable economic climate and ensure prompt and 
courteous service by the City, so that your business may grow, 
flourish and become an integral part of our community.”

Arena Sports, a 98,500-square-foot sports and entertain-
ment facility on Mill Creek’s northwest corner, held its grand 
opening in January.

“Arena Sports looked at several locations, but Mill Creek 
topped the list for several reasons. One is accessibility: it’s near 
the freeway and is near other major arterials, so it’s very easy to 
get to,” said Susan Callahan, who handles community relations 
for Arena Sports. “The City of Mill Creek really has strong vision 
for making the community a vibrant family-friendly place.”

Other new businesses regularly cite the friendly commu-
nity and character of Mill Creek as reasons for locating here.

The City is excited to see more businesses call Mill Creek 
home. Sprouts Farmers Market, a high-end natural grocery 
store, plans to opens its doors August 15. This is its first ven-
ture in Washington State. With the growing population here 
in Mill Creek, the economy is becoming increasingly more 
desirable for businesses.

“This last year has brought great community partners 
into Mill Creek, and there still is opportunity to grow,” said 
Rogers. “The City is actively working to create awareness of 
local business offerings, and to collaborate with our business 
community on ways to make them successful.”

GROWTH  
FOR THE  
FUTURE

E

The Haven  
event space

Sprouts Farmers Market is set 
to open August 15.
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he much-needed recon-
struction of 35th Avenue SE 
through Mill Creek is under-
way. The full road closure 
began on July 2. Work over 

the last several weeks has proceeded 
as planned and includes demolition of 
the roadway and sidewalk.

This month, pile-driving begins. Pin 
piles are six-inch-diameter pipes that 
are, on average, 60 feet long. There are 
approximately 500 pin piles that must 
be pounded into load-bearing soil to 
support the new roadway. This work is 
expected to last through September.

“This is a noisy operation,” said Gina 
Hortillosa, Mill Creek’s Director of Pub-
lic Works and Development Services. 
“Since this is a wetland area, we can 
expect the noise to carry throughout 
most of the City.”

The bridge over Penny Creek and the 
roadway should largely be completed by 
the end of November. The installation of 
concrete sidewalks and curbing, as well 
as the laying of asphalt and pavement 
marking, is slated for December. Howev-
er, this work is weather dependent and 
may extend into early 2019.

Community members are encour-
aged to sign up for email notifications 
at cityofmillcreek.com/35th. A dedicat-
ed project hotline, 425-582-6070, will 
include recorded updates.

Generous Support  
for Construction

The 35th Avenue SE reconstruction 
project would not have transpired 
without the large amount of external 

funding that was received from the 
State and Snohomish County. The total 
project cost is estimated at approxi-
mately $5,303,300.

“There certainly was an urgent need 
for external funding,” said Hortillosa.

All Washington cities and counties 
levy a real estate excise tax on real 
estate purchases, which is used solely 
for capital projects, such as road-
way construction or reconstruction, 
recreational facilities and stormwater 
systems, among others. The combined 
local and state rate for Mill creek is 1.78 
percent. As of January 2018, the City’s 
REET fund balance was $4.234 million 
and the Road Improvement fund had 
a balance of $1.380 million.

Using only City funding for the 35th 
Avenue SE reconstruction project 
nearly would have wiped out the 
balances in both accounts, which 
would have serious implications as 
Mill Creek reaches an age where its 
infrastructure is beginning to need 
repair and replacement.

Senator Steve Hobbs was instru-
mental in securing a significant 
amount of state funds for the project.

“I spoke with citizens of Mill Creek 
and City leaders, who made it clear 
that the 35th Avenue Reconstruction 
Project was their priority,” said Hobbs. 
“As a result, I made securing that 
transportation funding one of my top 
priorities in Olympia and I’m happy to 
say we came away with a big win for 
Mill Creek.”

Under Hobbs’ leadership as the lead 
Democratic transportation budget 
writer in 2015, $4 million was provided 

from the Connecting Washington 
fund and $1.25 million from the Motor 
Vehicle Account. State Represen-
tative Mark Harmsworth also voted 
for the bill. The 2015 Connecting 
Washington funding package is a $16 
billion investment to enhance the 
statewide transportation system and 
maintain critical infrastructure.

As chair of the Senate Transporta-
tion Committee, Hobbs secured an 
additional $500,000 in the 2018 sup-
plemental budget, bringing the total 
state funds to $5.25 million for the Mill 
Creek project. Supplemental funds are 
appropriations usually provided in the 
second year of the legislative bienni-
um where the need for the funds is 
too urgent to be postponed. Mill Creek 
State Representatives John Lovick and 
Harmsworth supported the bill.

Snohomish County also provided  
a $50,000 small capital projects  
partnership grant.

“We believe in partnerships with our 
cities,” said County Councilman Terry 
Ryan. “We are glad to be a contribut-
ing partner to the reconstruction of 
35th Avenue, which is a main north-
south corridor in this area. This is a 
much-needed infrastructure project 
for both the City and Snohomish 
County.”

Ryan, who is chair of the County’s 
Public Works committee, previously 
served on the Mill Creek City Council 
for 17 years.

“We are delighted to have this work 
underway,” said Hortillosa. “And we are 
tremendously grateful for the broad 
support by the State and the County.”

Infrastructure

35th Avenue Construction 
UNDERWAY
T



16 Mill Creek City Connection  | Fall 2018

Infrastructure

here are a number of construction proj-
ects impacting Mill Creek this summer. 
One of them is Community Transit’s 
Swift Green Line.

This new bus rapid transit line will provide a 
bus every 10 minutes along the Bothell-Everett 
Highway and 132nd/128th between Canyon Park 
and Boeing/Paine Field. There will even be a stop 
near the new passenger terminal at Paine Field.

The construction now underway is to build 
Swift stations, each about 3/4 of a mile apart in 
both directions. Fewer stations along the route 
and more frequent buses mean a swift trip to 
work, to lunch or for recreation.

In addition to the 
stations, work is un-
derway to extend the 
northbound right-turn 
lane from the Bothell 
Everett Highway to 
Mill Creek Road. This 
will help Swift buses 
drive right into the 
station after the inter-
section, and should 
alleviate traffic back-
ups. Also, new smart 
signal technology that 
will be installed at each 
intersection along the 
Swift Green Line route 
will improve traffic 
flows for all vehicles.

Look to ride the Swift 
Green Line in spring 
2019. More information 
is available at  
communitytransit.org/
swiftgreen. 

Community 
Transit’s Swift 
Green Line Set  
to Open in 
Spring 2019
BY MARTIN MUNGUIA
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Mill Creek’s Youth Basketball League has been a wildly success-
ful program that gets children of all ages out and active with 
their peers. The 2018–2019 season is bound to be another great 

success for the some 800 kids that participate on 80 teams.
Chris Beatty has been coaching in the program for the past eight 

years and has watched kids get better with every passing year.
Beatty started working with the league as an assistant basketball 

coach eight years ago when his son was enrolled on a co-ed kinder-
garten team. He later became the head coach for his daughter’s kin-
dergarten team. Beatty noted he comes back year after year to coach 
because the experience is more than just watching kids play ball.

“It’s so fun to see the same kids every season, not just on our 
teams, but on the other teams as well. Watching the kids grow to 
become close friends is something I’ll always cherish,” Beatty said. 
“Plus, it’s very satisfying to see a kid develop their skills from 
kindergarten up until they start competing at the next level.”

Beatty wants other kids to join in on the fun of the Youth Basket-
ball League, with benefits like making friends, problem solving, 
working toward a goal and just having a lot of fun in the process.

Youth Basketball League:  
The Love of the Game  
and Personal Growth

Recreation

CONTINUED ON 18

Coach Chris Beatty 
shoots hoops at  
Pine Meadow Park.
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Fall 2018 
Recreation 

Classes
The 2018 Fall Recreation Guide 
will arrive soon. This year’s 
selections include new great 
classes, as well as long-time 
favorites. Among the offerings:

• Preschool Pals is moving to 
three days in a row for the 
Pre-Kindergarten class for 
kids ages 4 and 5, which 
will be Tuesdays–Thursdays 
from 11:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m.

• Play-Well Winter Break 
Camp: Winter Wonderland

• Hand-Built Clay Classes 
with The Ceramic Place

• Stained-Glass Craft: Build 
the student’s choice of six 
flat patterns or a small  
lidded box

• What Parents Need to Know 
about Cyber Bullying and 
Sexting: Taught by the Mill 
Creek Police Department

• Essential Oils and  
Aromatherapy 101 Class: 
Taught by a Master Clinician 
Aroma Therapist

• Free Financial Education 
Classes for Teens and 
Adults: Topics include bank-
ing, budgeting, investing 
and entrepreneurship

Register for classes starting 
August 13 at cityofmillcreek.
com/recreation.

Look for the Fall Recreation 
Guide at City Hall, in Mill Creek 
Living, at the Mill Creek Library 
and at local schools. 

“My favorite part of this league is getting a kid on my team that is kind 
of shy and reserved and watching them transform,” he said. “By the end  
of the season, they’re having fun with their friends and being engaged in 
the activity.”

Kids that participate in Youth Basketball League learn the basics of  
basketball, but according to Beatty, there is more than just learning how  
to properly shoot a layup.

“Kids also have the opportunity to learn how to cope with disappoint-
ment when they miss a shot, as well as how to win with grace,” he said. 
“They learn to understand that their opponent put forth as much effort  
as them and put their feelings on the line when they stepped out onto  
the court.”

The Youth Basketball League is for boys and girls in kindergarten 
through eighth grades. It is open to everyone, novice and skilled players 
alike. It also helps connect kids with peers from other schools, broadening 
their friends group.

The program has another benefit: parental engagement.
“This is a great opportunity for parents to get involved as coaches,” said 

Kristen Rasmussen, Mill Creek Recreation and Tourism coordinator. “It’s 
an incredible thing for a child to have an adult invest time in them while 
they are growing in character, skill and confidence. This is a great pro-
gram for adults to be involved with our community’s youth.”

Registration for the 2018–2019 Youth Basketball League opens Monday, 
August 13, and closes September 28. Fees are $130 for kindergarten, and 
$145 for first through eighth grades. A $10 late fee will be charged for 
registrations received after September 28. Additional league information 
is online at cityofmillcreek.com/basketball.

CONTINUED FROM 17
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isaster readiness and disas-
ter preparation is as much 
a state of mind as it is the 
act of gathering together 
the necessary supplies and 

equipment to keep you and your 
family safe after a disaster.

Emergency or disaster—what’s 
the difference?

An emergency is a serious or dan-
gerous event that occurs usually 
suddenly and without warning. The 
effects of an emergency require 
immediate attention and remedial 
action, involving injury, loss of life, 
damage to property or catastroph-
ic interference with normal daily 
activities. It is usually confined to a 
relatively small area.

A disaster is a serious disruption 
of the functioning of a commu-
nity or a society occurring over a 
relatively short period of time. A di-
saster involves widespread human, 
material, economic or environ-
mental loss. Its impact exceeds the 
ability of the affected community or 
society to cope and respond using 
its own resources.

Following are a few tips that may 
prevent serious injury or help lives. 
Place these items under your bed 
in an easy-to-reach place:

• A pair of sturdy shoes and socks
• Comfortable clothes (a pair of 

sweats will work)
• A pair of heavy work gloves (not 

your normal gardening gloves)
• Safety glasses or similar eye 

protection (An extra pair of pre-
scription glasses, too)

• Flash light and batteries
• Small radio and batteries
This will get you well on your way 

to disaster readiness.
The City of Mill Creek offers a 

Disaster Readiness/Preparedness 

class once a quarter; the next one is 
scheduled for August 22. For details 
and to register, visit cityofmillcreek.
com/mapyourneighborhood.

To Prepare or Not to Prepare:  
Is That Really the Question?! BY NICK LEWIS

D

Infrastructure

Terence L. Mundorf  |  Jeffrey E. Pratt  |  William R. Sullivan   |  Patrick K. McKenzie  
|  Karl F. Hausmann  |  Ryan S. Neale  |  Danielle U. Pratt

▪ Business ▪ Real Estate ▪ Wills & Trusts ▪ Probate ▪ Litigation 
▪ Construction ▪ Divorce & Family Law ▪ Personal Injury

E X P E R I E N C E   •   C O M M I T M E N T   •   S O L U T I O N S

4220 132nd St. SE, Suite 201  |  Mill Creek, WA  98012
Phone 425.332.2000   |  Fax: 425.225.6810  |  www.millcreeklaw.com

A flood in November 2017 
surprised homeowners in the 
Dumas Lane neighborhood.
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Around the City

ill Creek celebrates its third 
annual National Night Out 
event on August 7 from 5:30 
to 8:30 p.m. at Pine Meadow 

Park, 15803 32nd Avenue SE.
Held on the first Tuesday of August 

each year, the event is a community 
awareness program to build relation-
ships between neighbors and create 
police-community partnerships.

“This is a great family event,” said 
Mill Creek Police Detective Sergeant 
Stan White. “There will be displays and 
fun activities from the police and fire 
departments. We will be giving away 
hot dogs and kettle corn. And Officer 
Nathan Lerma and K9 Bagira will 
make an appearance, freshly back 
from detection training.”

This year’s activities also in-
clude basketball, a bouncy house 
and impaired goggles that sim-
ulate being under the influence 
of alcohol. A perennial favorite, 
kids also can participate in speed 
pitch, where they throw a ball 
at a screen and an officer with a 
radar gun takes a speed reading. 
Kids are then given “speeding 
tickets” that record how fast they 
pitched. Information will be pro-
vided about crime prevention and 
fire safety.

White hopes that people take 
the opportunity to get out and 

meet their neighbors. “When you know 
your neighbors, it becomes easier to 
discuss neighborhood issues.”

But relationship-building is more 
than just between neighbors; it also 
should be between public safety per-
sonnel and the public. As Sir Robert 
Peel, known as the father of modern 
policing, once noted, “The police are 
the public and the public are the po-
lice; the police being only members 
of the public who are paid to give 
full time attention to duties which 
are incumbent on every citizen in the 
interests of community welfare  
and existence.”

White concurs, and credits the 
relationship between local law enforce-
ment and the community as one of the 
reasons Mill Creek was named one of 
Washington’s safest cities earlier this 
year. In many areas, Mill Creek’s crime 
rate has actually decreased, including 
aggravated felonies, stolen property 
offenses, motor vehicle theft, violations 
of weapons laws, DUIs and the number 
of adult arrests. The prevention and/
or reduction of criminal activity takes a 
coordinated effort between the commu-
nity and the police department.

“The Mill Creek community and 
the police department are fortunate 
to have such a tremendously positive 
relationship,” said Chief of Police Greg 
Elwin. “National Night Out gives us an 
opportunity to reinforce that relation-
ship as we all work toward maintaining 
a safe, healthy and happy community. 
Come join us!”

Neighborhoods are encouraged 
to host their own parties and  
register those gatherings at  
cityofmillcreek.com/nno. Police 
personnel will stop by during the 
festivities and bring little gifts.

Making the rounds to the various 
neighborhood block parties will 
be Julia McCauley, Mill Creek’s 
honorary Chief For A Day. She 
was named Mill Creek’s young 
chief earlier this year. The program 
celebrates the lives of children who 
have been diagnosed with a chronic 
medical condition. This is her last 
event before the 2018 Chief For A 
Day Celebration to be held at the 
Washington State Police Academy 
on August 16.

Go Big for  
National Night Out
M

Community



Veterans Advisory 
Committee Gives 
Veterans a Voice

Now Accepting 
Parade Entrant 

Applications
Veterans Day is the official U.S. 
public holiday to honor those who 
have served or are serving in the 
U.S. Armed Forces.

The City of Mill Creek is now 
accepting applications for organi-
zations and groups to participate 
in its Veterans Day parade on 
Saturday, November 10.

The City is looking for local 
organizations to help make these 
events memorable. Dancers, floats, 
marching bands, vintage cars, mil-
itary support groups, drill teams, 
equestrian teams, kids groups and 
entrants that show appreciation 
for veterans are welcome.

Those interested in being part 
of the festivities may apply online 
at millcreektourism.com/ 
veteransday. The City looks 
forward to partnering with the 
community to honor those serving 
in the U.S. Armed Forces, and 
those who have made the ultimate 
sacrifice for our country.

Operation Gratitude Collection Drive to 
Support Veterans Set to Start October 1

T he Mill Creek community con-
tinues to honor and support 
the U.S. Armed Forces with 

events like the Veterans Day Parade 
and the Memorial Day Commemo-
rative Ceremony. Another way the 
City of Mill Creek supports veterans is 
through its annual Operation Grati-
tude collection drive.

This drive helps community 
members honor deployed troops 
and their families by donating items 
such as snack foods, entertainment, 
hygiene items, socks, hats, scarves, 
small plush toys, handmade items, 
gift cards and personal letters  
of appreciation.

The Operation Gratitude drive will 
take place October 1 through Novem-
ber 2. Donations can be dropped off 
at City Hall South, 15728 Main Street. 
Other locations will be added and 
posted on the event website:  
cityofmillcreek.com/veteransday.

Last year, more than 325 pounds 
of donated items were collected and 
shipped to the Operation Gratitude 
headquarters in Chatsworth, Califor-
nia, surpassing the previous year’s 
total of 250 pounds. This year, the  
City hopes to continue growing the 
program. Collectively, Operation  
Gratitude annually sends 200,000+  
care packages.

Community

 Veterans Advisory Committee 
comprising local veterans and 
their relatives is helping the 
City identify opportunities for 

improvement for its Memorial Day and 
Veterans Day events, bring awareness 
and honor to those who are currently 
enlisted in active/reserve U.S. Armed 
Forces and achieve a strong community 
patriotic spirit.

The committee was instrumental 
in putting on this year’s Memorial 
Day Commemorative Ceremony and 
Parade, which turned out to be Mill 
Creek’s best-attended Memorial Day 
events to date. For the first time, Mill 
Creek’s Commemorative Ceremony 

featured a Battlefield Cross—a memo-
rial to fallen soldiers in the shape of 
combat boots, a rifle, and a helmet.

“In addition to the committee’s 
valuable insights on veterans matters, 
participating is a great way to build 
bridges with other local veterans 
groups like AMVETS, VFW and Amer-
ican Legion posts,” said Jon Ramer, a 
retired Air Force officer and the chair of 
the Veterans Advisory Committee.

Those connections paved the way for 
community members to get up close and 
personal with American military history. 
Military memorabilia from World Wars 
I, II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam 
War were acquired from the Northwest 

Veterans Museum and displayed in 
tents along Main Street. The committee 
secured several antique vehicle displays 
as well as the B-25D flyover from Histor-
ic Flight Museum at Paine Field.

Looking toward Veterans Day, the 
committee meets monthly to discuss 
ways to make the parade better.

Those interested in joining the Vet-
erans Advisory Committee can contact 
Jon Ramer at jonr@cityofmillcreek.com. 
The only requirement for joining the 
committee is that members must be a 
veteran or have a direct connection to a 
veteran. Meetings are held the second 
Tuesday of every month in City Hall 
North, Room 201 at 6 p.m.

A
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CITY  CONNECTION

THE MILL CREEK 
FARMERS MARKET
PAGE 16

PLAN AHEAD 
FOR SUMMER 
CONSTRUCTION
PAGE 10

MILL CREEK

A  C I TY  O F  M I L L  C R E E K  PU B L I C AT I O N
SUMMER 2018

Introducing

206-753-7250  
julie@philipspublishing.com

Looking to advertise? 
Contact Julie Applegate to discuss 
how to maximize your exposure 

to residents of Mill Creek

MILL  CREEKsupport

MILL CREEK  
FARMERS MARKET
Fridays through August 31 | 12–5 p.m.
City Hall North,  
15720 Main Street
millcreekfarmersmarket.org

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
August 7 | 5:30–8:30 p.m.
Pine Meadow Park,  
15803 32nd Avenue SE
millcreektourism.com/nno

ART WALK
August 9 | 5–8 p.m.
Mill Creek Town Center
millcreektourism.com/artwalks

PARTY IN THE PARK
August 21 | 5–7 p.m.
Heron Park,  
2701 155th Street SE
millcreektourism.com/partyintheparks

PARTY IN THE PARK
September 18 | 5–7 p.m.
Cougar Park,  
3221 148th Street SE
millcreektourism.com/partyintheparks

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
Wednesdays through September 26 6–8 p.m.

The Forum at Mill Creek Town Center,  
15111 Main Street
millcreekbiz.com

RUN WITH HEART
September 29 | 7:30–11 a.m.
McCollum Park,  
600 128th Street SE
millcreektourism.com/runwithheart

TRUNK OR TREAT
October 31 | 6:30–8 p.m.
City Hall North Parking Lot,  
15720 Main Street
millcreektourism.com/trunkortreat

Fall Events
See a full listing of events at  

millcreektourism.com/events



YOUR STORY IS OUR STORY

Life happens fast. New job.  New baby.  A new adventure. 
Whatever the next step may be, our job is to help you find a 

home that fits. A place to create new memories, tell old stories, 
start the next chapter. 

Let’s chat. Stop by and visit us in the Mill Creek Town Center, 
call us at 425-481-6666, or follow us on Facebook for every 

current Mill Creek listing. We look forward to meeting your real 
estate related needs.

Windermere Mill Creek  |  18323 Bothell Everett Hwy #210  |  Bothell, WA 98012
OFFICE (425) 481-6666  |  www.windermeremillcreek.com  |  www.facebook.com/windermeremillcreektowncenter



FACT:

85% of core brain structure 
is developed by age four.

BALANCED LEARNING® WAY:

Recommending the right activity at 
the right time is child’s play.
CALL FOR A TOUR.
Infants – Private Pre-K and After School

Primrose School of Mill Creek
13305 44th Ave. SE | Mill Creek, WA 98012 | 425.225.6944 | 
PrimroseMillCreek.com
Each Primrose school is a privately owned and operated franchise. Primrose Schools® and Balanced Learning® are registered trademarks of Primrose School 
Franchising Company. ©2017 Primrose School Franchising Company. All rights reserved. See primroseschools.com for ‘fact’ source and curriculum detail.


